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Council comments  
 
One can hardly believe that another year has passed. After a very successful  
annual conference at Onderstepoort in August, which was marked by its relaxed  
and friendly atmosphere, council focus shifted to two main events that we hope to  
successfully conclude in the coming year.  
2004 will indeed be a celebratory year. South Africa will be celebrating 10 years  
of democracy and The Lepidopterists' Society of Africa will come of age. We  
are going to throw a 21 st birthday party that will be the mother of all Lepsoc  
parties. To coincide with this celebration we will be co-hosting the 3rd  
International Conference on African Lepidoptera. We hope to get as many of our  
Lepidopterists friends and colleagues from all over the world to participate in this  
event and to join us in our celebrations. The conference will be held on the  
Potchefstroom University Campus. The venue is absolutely ideal for what we  
wish to achieve. Namely three days in which we can turn off for a while from the  
hustle and bustle of existence in this increasingly hectic world, and become a  
family of likeminded Lepidopterists sharing ideas and experiences. The campus is  
like a little village with shops, restaurants, banks and above all really nice  
affordable accommodation all within walking distance of the conference building.  
There will be three days of prepared papers and two evenings of celebrations.  
Friday evening will be party night in which we will let it all hang out and on  
Saturday evening we shall become somewhat more formal (as formal as an  
African lepidopterist can get). We will take a walk back in time and reflect on the  
good times and the sad times of twenty one years of LepsocAfrica.  
The second objective that we have for 2004 is to achieve more formal  
relationships with nature conservation authorities in South Africa. After many  
hours of debate at council on the matter we have come to the conclusion that such  
formal relationships will be essential if we wish to have any hope in turning the  
tide on the rapidly diminishing suitable lepidopteran habitats. The authorities can  
only do something about the protection of a habitat if they have the information  
and we are the only ones who can give them this information. The irony is (out of  
ignorance more that anything else) that we are often deemed to be the biggest  
threat to Lepidoptera by the authorities and the authorities are often deemed by us  
as the greatest threat to our hobby. So instead of being partners the two most  
important elements for the successful conservation of our lepidopterous fauna are  
at loggerheads with one another. Only a formal partnership can change this. We  
have entered into negotiations with the Western Cape Province Nature  
Conservation authorities at a high level and have advanced significantly towards  
this goal. We hope to achieve the formal signing of a memorandum of agreement,  
which will pave the way to such a partnership, during 2004. - Hermann Staude   
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Back in circulation 
 
Steve Woodhall 
132, 7th Avenue, Edenvale 
 
A few years ago, the Queen of my native country had a bit of a rough year and called 
it her “annus horribilis”.  Ag shame.  Here I am living in Africa, nice job, nice wife, 
nice house… butterflies on tap… I should have her problems.  Then I got called into 
a meeting at work, with Snake, my boss, putting on his best selling shoes and that 
wheedling tone.  We had to get our quality system upgraded from ISO9002:1994 to 
ISO9001:2000 – our Quality Manager had run screaming for the hills and the time 
had come for all good men to come to the party.  Would I take it on?  Unfortunately I 
am a sucker for a challenge and I said “yes”.  Provided certain things happened, and 
they did.  That was nearly the end of 2003 for me, butterfly wise.  Zambia… poof!  
Weekends, what are they?  The worst bit was I spent nearly seven months living in 
KwaZulu-Natal (over winter, but butterflies do fly there in winter) and never got any 
collecting or photography in. 

I lost count of sunny weekend days spent in my office in Hammarsdale, 
looking over the fields at Alveston Hill.  Not many butterflies about – I kept a 
Lepibase log of species seen on our site and it is pretty bare.  I was staying at Kloof 
Falls Lodge – a Butterfly Collector-friendly establishment.  Traps in the garden 
generally produce the odd Charaxes karkloof karkloof.  Not whilst I was there!  So I 
felt I wasn’t missing too much, until that cruel swine Dave McDermott phoned me in 
the middle of June – when I was in the thick of it – to inform me that he, Robbie Kyle 
and sundry ne’er do wells were into Teriomima zuluana and other juicy delights in 
Zululand.  It was particularly bad in spring.  OK, they were having a drought – but 
then it started to rain and everything went green.  I still had to work. 

The job was fun, I have to admit, and career wise it was great.  Eventually 
we had our audit, got the green light, and all of a sardine other people had to do some 
work.  I had to stay there until the minor findings were closed out, but hey – a weekend 
loomed with no documents to edit!  It was November!  I was at the coast! Where 
should I go??? 

Phone calls around the province told me Margate was a good bet.  The 
Saturday was the SA-NZ rugby quarter final and good weather was forecast – clouds 
for Sunday.  I tossed a mental coin.  Heads – a chance of seeing the Boks get thrashed 
and getting rained off on Sunday.  Tails – Margate and a slight chance of missing a 
Springbok win on Saturday, Shongweni on Sunday, with Kevin Cockburn who 
couldn’t make Saturday. 
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Tails won. 
 
Am I glad they did. 
 
November 8th saw me up at ‘sparrows’ and traps set.  Off to Margate I went.  Thanks 
to Simon Joubert for talking me in by cellphone when I couldn’t find the aerodrome.  
I was amazed to see a landscape looking like someone had taken the summit of 
Kowyns Pass and dumped it at the sea.  Green grass, pale whitish grey rocks, clumps 
of trees and some riverine forest.  Lovely.  Within a few minutes I had found my first 
Durbania amakosa albescens and was on the scent.  I got some great photographs and 
specimens too - mostly males, just one massive fresh female. 

Unfortunately the other things I wanted to catch/photograph, such as 
Stygionympha wichgrafi grisea, Lepidochrysops ketsi leucomacula and Chrysoritis 
natalensis, were absent.  Evidently I was too early.  But no hassle.  It was a seriously 
hot day and no clouds obscured the azure sky, reflected in the sea. Butterflies were on 
the wing.  My soul began to feel like a freshly watered lawn. 

As I walked around, I could see that this place needs to be looked after.  A 
large amount of builders’ rubble has been dumped, and what seems like a dirt road is 
starting to be built across it.  Three separate herders were there with domestic stock, 
one with cows, one with sheep and (oh no) one with goats, the scourge of Africa.  
Parts are looking much overgrazed. 

And when I got back to Kloof Falls Lodge, there in my trap was a single, 
solitary, fresh as a daisy, springtime male Charaxes karkloof. 

Encouraged by this, the next day Kevin and I went looking for Durbania 
amakosa flavida.  No luck, either at the Kloof spot (getting very difficult of access) 
or Shongweni hill.  On the latter we found some Aloeides penningtoni, something I 
need.  We finished off at University Ridge, above Palmiet Nature Reserve.  Normally 
at this place and time the butterflies swarm but not today.  The drought has struck 
hard.  When some dark clouds came up we repaired to Stokers to drown our sorrows 
in ale. 

A week later, Kevin and I watched the All Blacks choke again as it rained 
gently outside on Saturday.  But Sunday dawned bright and clear and off we went to 
Karkloof to meet Simon.  At Wing Walk Farm, we hoped to find Chrysoritis lycegenes 
adults for my book, something I still have to photograph.  All we found were larvae, 
but I did make a new record for the farm – Thestor basutus, and a photograph still 
needed for the book – female Harpendyreus noquasa.  Then we went up Mt Gilboa 
looking for grassland and forest species.  On top, we found some small Aloeides 
susanae, a single Capys alphaeus extentus, and Lepidochrysops variabilis.  The 
forests were empty except for a few Cassionympha cassius.  But that didn’t matter.  
After the rains of Saturday, the air was like clear crystal.  We could see from Kranskop 
on the Tugela to Giants Castle in the Drakensberg.  The green sward was covered in 
a multitude of flowers in a rainbow of colours. 
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And when I got back to Kloof Falls Lodge, there was another male C. 

karkloof in the trap! 
Around about this time, Peter Ward started getting a team together for the 

trip to Mpaphuli that was planned an age ago at the last Gauteng branch meeting.  I 
had one weekend at home with Jayne, then the Mpaphuli weekend, then Mum and 
Sister for six weeks and NO BUTTERFLYING!!!  Dave McDermott, as punishment 
for his phone call regarding T. zuluana, had had a very thin time of it since then and 
was suffering from as bad a dose of cabin fever as I.  The weather forecast was dodgy, 
but so what – we had to escape! 

Saturday 30th November saw us up betimes and off up the good old N1.  This 
road has suffered from a bad dose of toll plaza proliferation and it’s getting as 
expensive to go to Louis Trichardt (sorry – Makhado) as Durban these days.  As we 
got further north the weather got damper and steamier, and we could see all sorts of 
stuff flitting about.  We hurriedly offloaded nonessentials (and filled the fridges with 
beer) at Lalani Lodge and met up with the Le Roux’s.  By the time we got to Mpaphuli, 
it was seriously hot.  On the riverside, there were large mud puddle clubs of mostly 
Graphium antheus, with Papilio demodocus, P.nireus lyaeus, and the odd 
P.constantinus, G.porthaon, G.angolanus, G.leonidas and G.morania. 

A few P. ophidicephalus entabeni put in an appearance but there was a dearth 
of Charaxes.  The traps produced very thin pickings; the best I got was a female C. 
ethalion f. swynnertoni with one tail missing.  The civettry next to the road, still there 
and as smelly as ever, had nothing on it – not even common stuff, let alone the 
numerous C. etesipe tavetensis that were there last time.  Curses – I had got a photo 
then, but it was a bit small in the frame and I was hoping for a better one. 

There were various pierids about, some nice Libythea labdaca laius, and at 
last I got a photo of Borbo borbonica (sorry, Bertie – they don’t usually zip into the 
canopy at the first flash!).  Lots of Pentila tropicalis fuscipunctata fascinated Dave, 
and the funny Neptis that could be penningtoni was there too.  Huge final instar 
Epiphora methymna larvae were found munching on Croton sylvaticus, getting the 
moth fanciers going.  But then, the weather started to do what the forecast had said.  
A strong easterly sprang up with storm clouds.  To begin with it didn’t seem to worry 
the butterflies, but then it got cold.  After a while being fascinated by Joy Le Roux’s 
incredible larva finding skills, we all hied ourselves off to Lalani where the beers were 
nice and cold. 

Good cheer prevailed that evening but for once Dave and I had resisted the 
temptation to bring bottles of port.  Pierre and his friends Sven and Mike tried 
manfully with some very nice red wine but despite their efforts we awoke bright and 
early, babelaas-less, the next day to go to Gundani. 

Gundani is the only known patch of Brachystegia woodland in SA, it hardly 
counts as being in this country being so far north but there it is, south of the Limpopo.  
I had been there before, in March two years ago, and dreamed of getting a first for SA 
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but failed.  It had been very dry then; this time they had had good rains and we all had 
a feeling in our water that something was going to happen… 
 

The clouds of the previous day were still hanging about the Soutpansberg, 
but by the time we got to Gundani which perches on their very far northern tip, they 
miraculously cleared.  There was still a cool little wind, the one I know so well that 
can totally ruin a forest trip, and indeed not much was about to begin with.  So we 
hung traps and split up to lurk along the river.  None of us thought to climb the small 
ridge above the valley; we were all convinced the action would be on the mud.  And 
so it proved.  I had laid down some bait of a kind David Haggett introduced me to – 
Malaysian Trassie Oedang fermented prawn paste, mixed into riverside mud and 
spread around with a jet of male urine.  The papilios and pierids loved this, but there 
was nothing I wanted.  So I went off mooching along the river for some time, not 
seeing much beyond those interesting Neptis again, when I returned to the mud patch 
to see a somewhat agitated McD.  He had seen something we had all guessed at but it 
took an ex-Zimbabwean to find – Charaxes guderiana!  Unfortunately it had eluded 
his net, and he was cursing himself, of all people he should be able to catch one of 
these with the same alacrity as he had in the old days.  As I reminded him, a single 
person sighting counts for nothing – as I found out when I made the first SA sighting 
of Fresna nyassae years ago in Zululand.  The cynics had a field day. 

It did not return even after half an hour’s frantic baleful lurking, so we 
repaired to Brutus [Woodhall’s Land Rover] for a bacon sarmie and a drink. Nothing 
in the traps we thought, ho hum.  Who should come sauntering along but one Peter 
Ward?  He swiped at something sitting on a shrub, peered at it and said “What the 
**** is this?”  Dave and I looked at one another and said – “he’s got one”.  And he 
did… 

I seem fated to be around other people doing firsts, especially when they join 
the “what’s this” club at the same time.  Fate is probably punishing me for doing the 
same thing to Haydon Warren-Gash in Côte D’Ivoire.  Peter kindly let me photograph 
the stunned insect.  Then someone said, “Steve there’s something in your trap”.  
Sitting on the bait - so low I might have missed it when I had given the trap a 
perfunctory look - was a perfect male.  I gritted my teeth.  Teach me to look properly 
in future.  Never mind, well done Peter on your first, and thanks for letting me take 
pics of your prize.  Well we all had firsts – Dave, first sighting, Peter, first capture, 
me, first one in a trap! 

This discovery energized everyone.  The Le Roux’s went off towards a 
koppie behind the river.  Dave and I decided to give the ridge a try.  As we topped it, 
we saw two or three C. guderiana flying around the edge of the canopy with a C. 
brutus and some black Charaxes.  The latter gave us no chance and I won’t even say 
anything about the female I missed because, dammit, I froze!  Suffice it to say I don’t 
think it was C. ethalion, but someone else (maybe me next March) will find out the 
truth.  I am not laying myself open like last time!  We got a few more C. guderiana 
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each and I had some fun with a hairstreak flying around a tall thin tree in a ridgetop 
clearing.  It had dark lines on the underside.  Thoughts of nasisii, penningtoni etc 
boiled in my overheated brainbox.  And with my Cockburn special extensions I caught 
it!!! – Hypolycaena caeculus…  

This anticlimax brought the realisation that time was getting along and we 
still had to drive back to Joburg.  So we took the traps down and said our farewells.  
Going back to the Gundani turn off from the main road, we could see a nice tall koppie 
with an ungated road leading to the summit.  So off we went, and found some nice 
stuff as a reward for our detour.  Dave got Iolaus alienus and Abantis tettensis, and I 
found some nice Axiocerses coalescens.  But we didn’t hang about for too long… the 
drive home took seven hours! 

Thanks to Peter Ward for arranging everything, and Pierre and family for 
their hospitality.  I bet there’ll be no shortage of takers for the next trip to Gundani! 
  



118                      METAMORPHOSIS, VOL. 14, No. 4                   December 2003  
 
A revision of the African species of the genus Abisara Felder & 
Felder (Lepidoptera: Riodinidae). 
 
Curtis J. Callaghan 
curtiscallaghan@yahoo.com 
Ave Suba 130-25 Casa 6 Bogotá, Colombia 
 
Abstract 
 
The African members of the riodinid genus Abisara are revised, with the description 
of one new species and a new subspecies.  The following nomenclatural changes were 
made: Abisara intermedia Aurivillius, 1895, resurrected synonomy of A. tantalus; 
Abisara tantalus cyanis, ssp.n. to replace metallicus Berger, 1981, unavailable 
(ICZN, Art. 45.5); caerulea liberiana Clench, 1965 syn.n.; Abisara caeca Rebel, 
1914, reinst. stat.; Abisara rutherfordii herwigii Dewitz, 1887, syn.n. of A. r. 
rutherfordii; Abisara rogersi simulacris  Riley, 1932, comb.n.; Abisara 
cameroonensis, sp.n.; Abisara neavei dollmani Riley, 1932, comb.n.; and  Abisara 
delicata zanzibarica Collins, 1990, stat.n.  The taxonomy and zoogeography of 
species of the African Abisara are discussed and a description of the immature stages 
of A. neavei is presented for the first time.  Additional conclusions are that, like Asiatic 
species, the African Abisara have lateral projections on the proboscis for absorbing 
nutrients. 
 
Additional key words: Ethiopian Region, biology, habitats, behaviour, genitalia. 
 
Introduction 
 
The purpose of this paper is to present a monographic treatment of the African taxa 
of the genus Abisara (Riodinidae).  The African species have received cursory 
treatment by a number of authors over the last 100 years, in particular Hewitson (1861, 
1874) and Aurivillius (1891, 1895, 1899). The most recent and complete treatment 
was that of Riley (1932), in which a number of new species and forms were described.  
However, to date there has been no analysis of the African species of the genus as a 
whole, their taxonomy, distribution and biology.  The present paper attempts to fill 
part of this need by analysing data from a number of sources – museum and private 
collections, the literature, and field observations.  There still remains much to be 
learned about the African Riodinidae, particularly with regard to their biology and 
distribution.  If this paper stimulates interest in this interesting group of organisms, it 
will have served its purpose. 
  
  

mailto:curtiscallaghan@yahoo.com
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Materials and Methods 
 
The following revision was based on specimens from a number of different sources.  
I studied type specimens and the collections at the Zoologisches Museum für 
Naturkunde, Humboldt-Universität, Berlin, Germany (ZMHU), the Muséum 
d’Histoire Naturelle in Paris (MNHN), and the Natural History Museum, London 
(BMNH).  Private collections studied were those of Steve Collins in Nairobi, Kenya 
(SC), M. Libert (L) of Rouen, and G. Chovet (GC) of Paris, France, in addition to my 
own (CJC).  Immature stages were donated by Steve Collins.  I examined a total of 
983 specimens, including 16 primary types and made 64 genitalia preparations.  
Dissected and immature specimens are in the collections of the author (CJC) and Steve 
Collins (SC). 
 
Taxonomy 
 
The genus Abisara is by far the largest within the riodinids of the Old World, with 
about 25 species (Stichel, 1930).  The genus was described by C. Felder and R. Felder, 
with Abisara kausambi Felder & Felder, 1860 from Indonesia as the type species (by 
subsequent designation (Scudder , 1875).  The genus ranges from Africa, throughout 
the tropical Oriental region from India and Ceylon south of the Himalayas to Hong 
Kong and Taipei, west of Weber’s Line.  It is the only riodinid genus with an Old 
World tropical distribution (circum Indian Ocean), suggesting its existence during the 
Mesozoic.  The genus is not found in the Neotropics, as a result of either its extinction 
there or its independent evolution following the isolation of South America from 
Africa. 
 
The most obvious difference between species of the African Abisara is their 
coloration.  On this basis, they can be divided into two groups; those having white 
bands across the wings and those with blue bands.  In males, the inner margin of the 
forewing shows varying degrees of convexity, which serves to cover the scent patches 
on the costa of the hind wings.  All the blue-banded species have this convexity, as 
well as one of the white-banded species (A. gerontes).  On the hind wing, the most 
obvious characteristic is the tail formed by an extension of vein M3.  If the ratio of 
vein M3 to Cu1 is >1 but < 1.06, a broad tail is formed, as in A. tantalus (Fig. 47).  
When the ratio of vein M3 to Cu1 is <1, the effect is a scalloped margin as with A. 
talantus and A. rutherfordii (Fig. 49).  Finally, if the ratio is > 1.06, a long narrow 
pointed tail is the result (Figs 48, 50).  A final characteristic of the male wings is the 
pattern of androconial scales.  These structures have received cursory attention in 
recent literature (Harvey, 1987).  All species have mealy scales on the hind wing upper 
side near the base on the costa, and on the forewing underside near the base of the 
inner margin, such that they rub together when the wings are closed.  Among the 
white-banded species, these structures have only been  
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recorded for one species, A. gerontes, perhaps because they are black.  However, they 
exist equally on all the other white-banded species, but are less obvious as they are 
hidden under the forewing and are white. One species has long erectile androconial 
cilia on the hind wing, (tantalus, Fig. 47), a character not observed on Asian species 
of the genus.  Finally, A. rutherfordii (Fig. 49) has a black oval patch of small, round 
mealy scales on the cell of the hind wing, which is covered by the convex inner margin 
of the forewing.  A similar structure is also observed on species of the genus 
Paralaxita Elliot from Borneo (Paralaxita telesa (Hewitson)).  Courtship displays 
among Abisara have not been recorded in the literature, but most certainly would be 
of interest. 
 
Spine-like scales are found on the underside of the abdominal segments of all species, 
described in Inoue & Kawazoé (1966).  Among all African Abisara, the apical quarter 
of the probocis is characterized by numerous small, lateral projections that may help 
in absorbing nutrients from the substrate.  I have observed Asian species (Dodona 
spp., Abisara neophron) feeding on damp earth, moving the probocis rapidly up and 
down with the lateral projections fully extended (Callaghan, 1997, 1999, 2000).  The 
same may be true for the African Abisara. 
 
The main difference between African and Asian members of the genus Abisara is that 
those of Asia lack a beak-like projection on the uncus of the male genitalia, illustrated 
for Abisara fylla and Abisara neophron (Figs 54, 59), as first observed by Stichel 
(1928).  The uncus of all African Abisara species is blunt, with a slight point in the 
middle (Fig. 64) and, in some cases, slightly bifurcated.  Harvey (1987) noted this 
difference for A. rutherfordii, but it is equally true for all the African species.  As the 
beaked uncus was cited as the diagnostic character of the Old World Riodinidae 
(Stichel, 1928; Harvey, 1987), it raises interesting questions regarding the 
phylogenetic position of the African species. 
 
Despite the rather marked division of the African species from other Old World 
members of the genus, for the purpose of this monograph, they will all be considered 
as members of the genus Abisara.  The extent to which the genus is polyphyletic will 
only be determined with certainty through a proper phylogenetic revision of all the 
Old World riodinid taxa, which is beyond the scope of this paper. 
  
Among all Abisara, the uncus at the posterior extremity of the tegumen is attached 
dorsally, joined laterally only by a broad membrane.  The vinculum is not fused to the 
valvae.  The caudal margin of the uncus is rounded, with a small point in the middle.  
The valvae are long in most species and are separated into a wide, longer lower 
structure and a shorter, pointed process dorsad.  They have one or two inner  
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processes that vary among species (Figs 66-75) and are joined medially by a 
prominent transtilla.  The aedeagus is narrow and rounded or slightly bifurcated at the 
tip, and is characterized by the exit of the ductus ejaculatorius dorsad of the aedeagus 
instead of from the end, as in Neotropical riodinids.  The vesica of the aedeagus has 
well-defined scobinate patches of cornuti.  It is commonly thought that the valvae or 
claspers are used for securing the female during copulation.  In the case of Abisara, 
as well as other genera of riodinids, it is difficult to see how this could be 
accomplished, given the short lengths of the valvae and their rather rigid connection 
by the medial transtilla.  Instead, it is hypothesised here that during copulation the 
aedeagus is inserted into the ductus bursae of the female and the vesica is then inflated 
within the ductus bursae such that the cornuti point outwards to secure the aedeagus 
while the spermatophores are transferred.  This is suggested by the presence in several 
specimens of the vesica everted and protruding from the end of the aedeagus (Figs 55-
56), and also by the bulging and partially sclerotized nature of the female ductus 
bursae (Figs 76-78).  In some species where the males have long cornuti, such as A. 
tantalus and A. neavei, the females have a bulbous ductus bursae.  Where the cornuti 
are small, the corresponding ductus bursae is narrow (Figs 80-83). 
 
The male genitalia show very good autapomorphic characters for defining species.  
These include the shape of the valvae, as well as the absence and shape of the dorsal 
and internal processes on the valvae. 
 
In the female genitalia the external opening, the ostium bursae, is bordered dorsally 
by a flat, variably sclerotized plate connecting anteriorly to a short sclerotized funnel, 
and posteriorad to a large, flat plate pointing caudad, which may serve to guide the 
aedeagus.  The morphology of this plate is very variable, sometimes being squared, 
heart-shaped, triangular or atrophied.  This was found to be a good autopomorphy for 
identifying species.  At the base of this, projecting dorsad, is the ductus seminalis.  
The ductus bursae, from the ductus seminalis to the corpus bursae, may be straight or 
variously curved, sometimes doubling caudad over the ostium bursae then doubling 
cephalad, placing the corpus bursae against the top of the abdomen.  The connection 
to the corpus bursae may be swollen or straight, but always with sclerotized striations 
on the walls, which are postulated to function in securing the male vesica during 
copulation, as indicated above.  The signa are sclerotized invaginations of the wall of 
the corpus bursae with inward-pointing teeth, most likely serving to secure the 
spermatophores in the corpus bursae, or to position them (Robbins, 1991).  Among 
African Abisara species these may be elongated or occur in one or two round pairs. 
 
The last published list of the African Abisara is found in Ackery et al. (1995), where 
13 species were identified.  In the present revision, the number of species has been  
 
reduced to 10, with the addition of one new, as shown below: 
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Synonymic Checklist of the African Abisara: 
 
Abisara Felder, C. & R. Felder, 1860 

=Sospita Hewitson, [1861] 
=Sosibia Fruhstofer, [1914] 

 
Abisara tantalus (Hewitson, [1861]) (Sospita) 

 tantalus tantalus (Hewitson, [1861]) 
= intermedia Aurivillius, 1895, resurrected synonomy 
= form ♀ uniformis Riley, 1932 
= caerulea Riley, 1932 stat.n. 
= caerulea Carpenter & Jackson, 1950 
= caerulea liberiana Clench, 1965 syn.n. 

 tantalus cyanis, ssp.n. 
= metallicus Berger, 1981, unavailable (ICZN, Art. 45.5) 

 
Abisara talantus Aurivillius, 1891 

= form ♂ muanensis Dufrane, 1953 
 
Abisara caeca Rebel, 1914, reinst.stat. 

 caeca caeca Rebel, 1914 
= barnsi Joicey & Talbot, 1921 

caeca semicaeca Riley,1932 
 
Abisara rutherfordii Hewitson, 1874 

rutherfordii rutherfordii Hewitson, 1874 
= rutherfordii herwigii Dewitz, 1887, syn.n. 

rutherfordii cyclops Riley, 1932 
= form caecata Riley, 1932 
= ab. lunula Dufrane, 1945 

 
Abisara gerontes (Fabricius, 1781) (Papilio) 

gerontes gerontes  (Fabricius, 1781) (Papilio) 
= baucis (Drury, 1782) (Papilio) 

gerontes gabunica Riley, 1932 
 
Abisara dewitzi Aurivillius, 1898 
 
Abisara  rogersi Druce, 1878 

 rogersi rogersi Druce, 1878 
= geryon Staudinger, [1887] 

 
rogersi simulacris  Riley, 1932, comb.n. 
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Abisara cameroonensis, sp.n 
 
Abisara neavei Riley, 1932 

neavei neavei Riley, 1932 
neavei dollmani Riley, 1932, comb.n. 
neavei congdoni Kielland, 1985 
neavei kivuensis Riley, 1932 
neavei latifasciata Riley, 1932 
neavei mahale Kielland, 1978 

 
Abisara delicata Lathy, 1901 

delicata delicata Lathy, 1901 
delicata tanzania Kielland, 1986 
delicata zanzibarica Collins, 1990, stat.n. 

 
Key to the African Abisara species: 
 
1a Upper side markings blue - 2 
1b Upper side markings white - 5 
 
2a Hind wing margin scalloped - 3 
2b Hind wing margin with a broad pointed tail, hind wing upper side with blue or 

purple glaze in discal area, some specimens with a variable blue subapical spot 
on the ind-wing upper side (Figs 1-4, 7)  - A. tantalus 

 
3a Hind wing with a round blue subapical spot between M1 and M3 (Figs 13-16)
  - A. rutherfordii 
3b Hind wing without a round blue subapical spot between M1 and M3 - 4 
 
4a Forewing underside with a white patch on discal cell (Fig. 5)  - A. talantus 
4b Forewing underside without a white patch on discal cell (Fig. 11) - A. caeca 
5a Hind wing upper side white/ grey with no brown scaling  - A. delicata 
5b Hind wing upper side dark brown with white triangular band, widest at costa  
  - 6 
 
6a Termen and apex of forewing rounded  - 7 
6b Termen and apex of forewing  pointed  - 8 
   
  



124                      METAMORPHOSIS, VOL. 14, No. 4                   December 2003  
 
7a Inner margin of forewing convex (Fig. 17)  - A. gerontes 
7b Inner margin of forewing straight (Fig. 21)  - A. cameroonensis 
 
8a Discal band on hind wing underside stops upon reaching submarginal line (Fig. 

29)  - A. neavei 
8b Discal band on hind wing underside, upon reaching submarginal line, jags 

abruptly to inner margin  - 9 
 
9a Discal band on hind wing underside not touching submarginal line before 

jagging to inner margin; discal band on forewing wide; no submarginal white 
line on forewing.(Fig.27)  - A.  dewitzi 

9b Discal band on hind wing underside touching submarginal line; discal band on 
forewing narrower, submarginal white line present. (Fig. 23) - A. rogersi 

 
Biogeography 
 
The distribution of the genus Abisara in Africa is limited to the tropical belt between 
latitude 5º N to 16º S. 
 
The distribution of habitats for the white- and blue- banded species is quite different.  
The blue species (A. tantalus, talantus, caeca and rutherfordii) are all confined to 
rainforest areas.  These are the Guinean and Congo rainforest provinces west of the 
Central African Highlands along the western Rift Valley, with some spillover into the 
East African Woodland/Savanna province along western Lake Victoria (Bukoba).  
Only one of the white-banded species (A. gerontes) is limited to rainforest habitats 
and follows the distribution of the blue-banded species.  The other white-banded 
species inhabit the drier, cooler gallery forests in the Woodland/Savanna and montane 
areas to the north and south of the rainforest belt.  These include the East African 
province (Southern Sudan to northern Tanzania), Congo province (in central 
Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC)), and Miombo province (Tanzania, 
northern Angola, southern DRC, northern Zambia and Malawi). 
 
The distribution of subspecies correlates highly with the current hypothesis on 
Pleistocene forest refugia. Three moist tropical forest areas of high endemism are 
recognised in Africa for butterflies (Carcasson, 1964). These are 1) the Upper Guinea 
refuge, comprising parts of Liberia and the Ivory Coast; 2) the Cameroon – Gabon 
refuge, from eastern Nigeria to southern Gabon and Congo, and 3) the Central refuge 
on the border of eastern DRC and western Uganda.  The Upper Guinea refuge has no 
riodinid taxa that are not found in the Cameroon – Gabon refuge.  However, the 
difference in riodinid subspecies is marked between refugia  
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2 and 3.  Of the five species recorded from both refugia – A. rutherfordii, A. tantalus, 
A. caeca, A. rogersi, and A. neavei - all but A. rogersi have distinct subspecies 
endemic to each.  In addition, refuge 2 has two endemic species, A. talantus and 
A. cameroonensis.  The isolation of these two zones is suggested by the presence of 
Kalahari sands in the intervening Congo basin implying the existence of desert 
conditions at times during the Pleistocene, and the relatively depauperate intermediate 
fauna suggesting re-invasion following dry periods (Meyers, 1982).  All three of the 
white-banded taxa from refuge 2 are found in the drier, cooler north-west mountains 
of the Adamaoua highlands along the Nigeria-Cameroon border, and thus are not 
sympatric with the blue-banded species and A. gerontes, which inhabit the lowlands 
to the south.  In refuge 3 in the moist, cool Central African Highlands, both white- 
and blue-banded species fly together. 
 
The white-banded taxa found to the east of the Central African Highlands appear to 
be influenced by the Rift Valley system.  Abisara neavei is found to the west of the 
Great Rift Valley, except for one subspecies from the highlands of southern Tanzania.  
Abisara delicata is confined to the higher moist forests in the isolated peaks of the 
East African Highlands east of the Great Rift Valley, from southern Malawi to the 
Kenya border and on the island of Zanzibar.  Abisara rogersi is widely distributed 
south of the rainforest zone from Angola to Uganda.  The two subspecies of A. rogersi 
are divided along the western Rift Valley, except in the north near Lake Albert; 
subspecies simulacris is found east and rogersi to the west of the Rift Valley.  An 
additional isolated population of A. rogersi exists in western Cameroon.  Abisara 
dewitzi is a rare species known only from south of the forest belt in DRC and Zambia. 
 
Habits and Habitat 
 
In both Africa and Asia, Abisara species are found in humid tropical to subtropical 
forest habitats.  My experience with this genus in Africa started when I captured two 
males of A. neavei in a small, protected wood at the Makerere Institute in Kampala, 
Uganda.  The habitat had a complete forest canopy and open understory vegetation 
near a stream.  Most habitat descriptions gleaned from the literature (Kielland, 1990; 
S. Collins, pers. comm.) are similar.  An exception to this was my collecting of A. 
cameroonensis on the Obudu Plateau in Nigeria, at about 2000 m, where I found the 
butterflies flying among 4m high secondary subtropical forest scrub.  They flew from 
leaf to leaf, resting on the upper leaf surface with their wings half open.  I found them 
difficult to catch because they did not rest long enough in one place to be approached, 
before taking off again.  There are no published observations on their feeding or 
mating habits.  They are generally rare. 
 
Larval food and early stages 
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The food-plant of Abisara neavei is Maesa lanceolata (Myrsinaceae) (Sevastopulo, 
1975).  The family Myrsinaceae contains all the known food-plant records for the Old 
World Riodinidae and one primitive species of Neotropical riodinid, Styx infernalis 
Staudinger, 1876 (G. Lamas, pers.comm.).  Maesa lanceolata is a common understory 
plant with ovate leaves and is distributed throughout central Africa in humid tropical 
forest (S. Collins, pers. comm.).  The only African Abisara species that has been bred 
is A. neavei.  The following description applies to this species: 
 
Egg: (Fig. 51).  Diameter 0.7 mm, height 0.4 mm. (n=4).  Hemispherical, with smooth 
sides and a round micropyle dorsad surrounded by an octagonal figure. 
 
5th instar larva: (Fig. 52).  Length 11 to 18 mm, (n=8), dorsally compressed, 
segments T2-A8 protruding laterally, bearing long setae basally.  Head with small 
setae on frontal part of face; head capsule width 2.0 mm.  Thoracic shield covers T1 
dorsad, with small setae along cephalic edge and a lateral spiracle; T2-A8 with small 
setae, spiracles on A1-A8; anal shield rounded, fleshy, with long setae dorsad and on 
caudal edge. 
 
Pupa: (Fig. 53).  Length 17 mm, greatest width 8.0 mm (n=2); attached by cremaster 
and a girdle crossing dorsum at A1.  Dorsally compressed, with two lateral protrusions 
on each segment, bearing barbed setae, spiracles on A2-A7.  T1 with indented crest 
and small setae laterally. 
 
The larvae and pupae of Abisara neavei are close to Abisara neophron (Hewitson) 
from Nepal (Callaghan, 1997).  The larvae have a similar morphology and the pupae 
share the same bifurcated crest and greatest width at A3, and paired lateral projections 
on the abdominal segments. 
 
SPECIES ACCOUNTS 
 
Abisara tantalus (Hewitson, [1861]) 
This species has suffered a tortuous history.  The original description as Sospita 
tantalus was based on a female from Ashanti, Gold Coast, (now Ghana) currently in 
the BMNH, and illustrated in D’Abrera (1980). Hewitson also described a male that 
he attributed to this species from a south-east Nigerian (Old Calabar) specimen, as 
having on the hind wing underside, a “spot at the base, white.”  Aurivillius (1891) 
later described this phenotype as Abisara talantus.  As discussed under A. talantus 
below, this species is not conspecific with Hewitson’s female.  As Hewitson  
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described the female first (the plate has the date 1860, while that of the male is dated 
1865), the name tantalus applies to the female, thus maintaining Aurivillius’ name 
talantus for the male with the white base. 
 
Aurivillius (1895) proceeded to describe another species, Abisara intermedia from a 
male originating from near Yaoundé in central Cameroon.  Later, in “Seitz” (1921, 
13: 296), Aurivillius synonymised his A. intermedia with A. tantalus, claiming that 
they were male and female of the same species.  Riley (1932) supported Aurivillius’ 
assessment.  However, in Ackery et al, (1995), A. intermedia was reverted to species 
status with no explanation. 
 
Riley (1932) went on to describe a male “form” caerulea from the lower Congo, 
distinguished by a blue spot on the apex of the dorsal hind wing (Fig. 7).  Carpenter 
& Jackson (1950), upon examination of additional material of caerulea from Buta, 
Yopole (3500’) in the Congo, elevated Riley’s form to species rank, the status 
maintained in Ackery et al, (1995). But, caerulea is also found in West Africa; in fact 
Clench (1965) described ssp. liberiana, also maintained in Ackery et al, (1995).  In 
MNHN there are two males of caerulea with small spots from Ashanti, the type 
locality of tantalus, therefore strongly suggesting that the two are conspecific.  This 
is further borne out through the wide variation of specimens from the same 
populations with respect to the size and presence of the blue spot and purple lustre on 
the hind wings.  Berger (1981) illustrated a specimen of caerulea, which, however, is 
a female.  The male and female genitalia show no variation throughout its distribution.  
Therefore, this study recognises tantalus as being a single variable species.  Thus, I 
treat A. intermedia, resurrected synonomy, A. caerulea, stat.nov. and A. caerulea 
liberiana, syn.n. as synonyms of nominate A. tantalus.  In addition, I recognize a 
second subspecies in the east of its range. 
 
Diagnosis.  The males of A. tantalus are reddish-brown on the upper side with varying 
extent of purple/dark blue scaling on the hind wings.  There is a single yellow-circled 
ocellus at the apex of the forewing and a double ocellus at the apex of the hind wing, 
both with silver pupils, and appearing on the ventral surface of both wings.  The apex 
of the forewing is rounded, the distal and the inner margins strongly convex.  The hind 
wing distal margin is strongly indented between veins M1 and M3, giving the 
appearance of a broad pointed tail between M3 and Cu1.  There are erectile scent hairs 
at the base of the discal cell and additional scent hairs in cell Cu1-Cu2 (Fig. 47) and 
mealy scales at the base of the costa.  Underside of the forewings with a grey 
submarginal band and a similar discal band and grey scaling along the inner margin 
below vein Cu2, with mealy scales at the base of the costa.  The hind wing has an ill-
defined grey submarginal band between the ocelli and the inner margin, and a 
narrower discal band.  From the tail to the tornus are marginal  
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white lines between the veins.  The palpi and orbit are white, the frons golden brown.  
In the male genitalia (Fig. 55) the valvae are rounded without an inner process (Fig. 
66), the dorsal process on the valvae is a short point, the vinculum broad.  The vesica 
contains long, pointed cornuti. 
 
The female shares the maculation of the male, with lighter ground-colour and 
extended white scaling on the forewing that shows considerable variation within 
populations.  In the female genitalia (Fig. 76) the ventral plate below the ostium bursae 
is reduced and heart-shaped, the ductus bursae swollen, with sclerotized longitudinal 
lines; the signa in the corpus bursae are elongated and narrow. 
 
Range.  A. tantalus is found from Liberia and Ghana through Cameroon to eastern 
DRC (Kivu). 
 
There are two distinct subspecies of this species. 
 
Abisara tantalus tantalus (Hewitson, [1861]) (Figs 1, 2, 47, 55, 66, 76, 86) 
Sospita tantalus Hewitson, [1861] in Hewitson, 1857-61:91, pl. 46 Fig.1. 

= intermedia Aurivillius, 1895, resurrected synonomy. 
= form uniformis Riley, 1932 
= form caerulea Riley, 1932, stat.nov. 
= caerulea Carpinter & Jackson, 1950 
= caerulea liberiana Clench, 1965, syn.n. 

 
The holotype female, [Ghana] Ashanti, in BMNH was seen and photographed by me. 
 
Diagnosis.  Males of ssp. tantalus have reddish-brown wings, with a light purple tone 
to the dorsal hind wing. Some individuals have a variable blue spot on the apex of the 
hind wing (form caerulea Riley). 
 
Range (Fig. 86).  The nominate subspecies inhabits humid forests from Liberia and 
Ghana to western DRC. 
 
Material examined.  CONGO (BRAZZAVILLE): 1♂, Ouesso, N.Congo (SC); 1♂, 
Etoumbi, Congo (SC); 1♂1♀, Mbe Kala (SC); 1♂, Kelle (SC); 1♂, Diba Mbomo 
(SC); CAMEROON: 5 ♂, 2♀, Diaf (SC); Mt.Mengele, Lolodorf (SC); 1♂, Mt 
Cameroun (SC); 1♂, Maan (SC); 10♂ 10♀, Bitje, Ja River (MNHN); 1♂1♀, same 
locality (BMNH); 1♂, “Kameron” (BMNH). DRC: 1♂, Deni (SC); NIGERIA: 1♂, 
“Lagos” (BMNH); GHANA] 2♀, Knisa, Ashanti, coll. Clements (MNHN). 
 
Form caerula: 1♂, Nzo, Fr. Guinea, 2000' (BMNH), Fig. 7. 
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Abisara tantalus cyanis, ssp.n.  (Figs 3, 4, 86) 
= A. tantalus form metallicus Berger, 1981: 215, pl.184, Fig. 5, unavailable (ICZN 
Art. 45.5) 
 
Diagnosis.  Subspecies cyanis was described as form metallicus of A. tantalus from 
Kivu, Zaire (now Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC)) by Berger (1981).  As 
this phenotype is typical of the populations of western DRC, it is raised to subspecies 
status.  Unfortunately, the name metallicus is not available for this taxon, thus 
requiring a description under a new name. 
 
Description.  Subspecies cyanis differs from the nominate subspecies as follows: 
Wing shape with more pointed apex and straighter distal margins on both wings, and 
reduced white markings on the underside in both sexes; males with extensive bright 
metallic blue scaling on the discal area of the hind wing upper side, and the female a 
lighter bluish hue on the hind wing upper side.  The genitalia are identical to the 
nominate subspecies. 
 
Type Material:  HOLOTYPE male “Beni, Kivu, December, coll S. Collins” (Fig. 3) 
PARATYPES: DRC: 2♂, Rwindi (SC); 2♂ ,1♀, Bucha (SC); 2♂, 1♀, Beni, Kivu 
(SC); 1♂, 1♀, Irangi, Kivu 700 m (SC). The holotype will be deposited in the Natural 
History Museum, London.  
 
Etymology.  The name cyanis refers to the blue reflection on the hind wing upper 
side. 
 
Range (Fig. 86).  A. t. cyanis inhabits eastern DRC, Kivu Province, south to the 
western shore of Lake Tanganyika. 
 
Abisara talantus Aurivillius, 1891 (Figs 5, 6, 65, 68, 78, 87) 
Abisara talantus Aurivillius, 1891. Ent. Tidskr. 12: 217. 
= form muanensis Dufrane, 1953. 
 
There is a “type” specimen of Abisara talantus in BMNH from the Hewitson 
collection from Cameroons with the note “agrees with figure of type”.  Aurivillius’ 
type is most likely in the Naturhistoriska Riksmuseet, Stockholm, Sweden, but was 
not seen by the author.  Identification was based on the original description. 
 
Abisara talantus was described from a male from Cameroon.  As mentioned above, 
Hewitson had previously described a male belonging to this species as being that of  
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Sospita tantalus.  However, as Hewitson’s male and female are not conspecific, 
Aurivillius’ name is valid for this species. 
 
Diagnosis.  In male, the forewing distal margin straight, inner margin slightly convex, 
hind wing distal margin scalloped, but with the pointed tail less prominent than in A. 
tantalus.  The forewing has a black apical ocellus and a blue subapical band between 
the costa and Cu1; there is scattered blue scaling at the end of the cell and along the 
inner margin.  The hind wing has a white costa with mealy scales, black above the 
cell, the rest reddish-brown with blue scaling from double ocellus to middle of the 
discal cell.  There is a thin blue marginal line from the tornus to Cu1 with some 
variable blue scaling basad.  On the forewing underside a broad sub-apical grey line 
passes through and below the ocellus, and basad of this a 1 mm wide straight grey line 
extends from the costa towards the tornus to Cu2.  A 2 mm wide grey, slightly curved 
discal band extends to Cu2.  The space between Cu2 and the inner margin is covered 
with black mealy scales.  Hind wing underside with the same pattern as in tantalus, 
but in addition, there are white, mealy scales extending inside vein Rs to the end of 
the discal cell.  Palpi and male forelegs yellow, frons brown-yellow, and orbit white.  
In the male genitalia (Figs 65, 68) the dorsal edge of the valvae is elevated, the dorsal 
caudad process a small point, the valvae are wide and blunt, with a long, pointed 
internal process extending from the base.  The vinculum is wide at the base, narrowing 
to the tegumen; aedeagus containing long, pointed cornuti. 
 
The female resembles that of A.caeca semicaeca.  The differences are that A. talantus 
has a slightly more rounded forewing tip and a broad marginal white band below the 
apical spot.  On the hind wing there is a distinct white spot on the tip of the tail.  On 
the hind wing underside, the white band below the forewing ocellus is wider and more 
heavily marked, as are the other white underside markings. 
 
Range (Fig. 87).  This species is fairly rare, and is confined to Cameroon and coastal 
eastern Nigeria, possibly extending down the east coast to Angola (Cabinda).  The 
latter location, based on specimens in BMNH, should be verified with additional 
material. 
 
Material examined. CAMEROON: 2♂, Mt. Mengale, Lolodorf (SC); 4♂, Mt. Kala 
(SC); 2♂, “Cameroon” (BMNH); NIGERIA: 4♂, 7♀, Warri (BMNH); 4♂, 4♀, 
Calabar (BMNH); GABON: 1♂, “Gabon” (BMNH); ANGOLA:  1♂, “Angola” ? 
Monteiro (BMNH). 
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Abisara caeca Rebel, 1914, stat.nov. 
Abisara caeca was described as a subspecies of A. talantus, differentiated by the lack 
of an apical ocellus on the forewing upper side.  My examination and dissection of 
specimens has brought to light additional differences that suggest that this taxon 
should be elevated to species rank. 
 
Diagnosis.  This species superficially resembles A. talantus, with similar wing shape 
and blue markings on the dorsal surface.  However, it shows a number of important 
differences.  The forewing distal margin is rounded instead of straight, and on the hind 
wing distal margin the tail is reduced.  The blue submarginal band extends from the 
costa to the inner margin in a sweeping curve, whereas in A. talantus it is confined to 
a short line above Cu1.  On the underside, the white marks on the forewing are reduced 
and on the hind wing the discal cell is light brown instead of white.  The male genitalia 
(Figs 64, 67) have narrower valvae and the transtilla is more rounded.  Both A. 
tantalus and A. caeca share the pointed process at the base of the valvae.  In the female 
genitalia (Fig. 77) the ventral plate below the ostium bursae is reduced to a thin flange, 
the ostium bursae is very short and the ductus bursae is swollen, but not to the extent 
of A. talantus.  The signa are long and narrow.  Finally, A. caeca is sympatric with A. 
talantus in Cameroon with no sign of intergrades, thus suggesting the two phenotypes 
are not conspecific. 
 
Range.  Abisara caeca is distributed from Cameroon, south to Congo Brazzaville, 
then east to Kivu, DRC and western Uganda, to the Kagera Region in Tanzania. 
 
The species is quite variable, even within populations.  However, two distinct 
populations of A. caeca have been described. 
 
Abisara caeca caeca Rebel, 1914 (Figs 11, 12, 49, 64, 67, 77, 87) 
Abisara talantus caeca Rebel, 1914.  Annalen des naturhistorischen Museums Wien 
28: 261. 

= barnsi Joicey & Talbot, 1921.  
 
The type of A. caeca is probably in the Natürhistorischen Museums Wien, Vienna, 
and was not seen by the author.  Identification was based on the original description 
and figure. 
 
Diagnosis.  The nominate subspecies is relatively smaller than A. talantus and 
subspecies semicaeca (forewing length 22 mm, n=6), and the apical forewing ocellus  
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is absent.  The blue markings are reduced, entirely in some specimens, except for that 
between the cell and the double apical spot.  Other specimens show blue scaling on 
the basal half of the forewing and the beginning of the sub-apical line basad of the 
ocellus.  The females are lighter brown, with variable blue glaze on the basal half of 
both pairs of wings. 
 
Range (Fig. 87).  Abisara caeca caeca is found from eastern DRC through western 
Uganda and south to the Bukoba area of Tanzania. 
 
Material examined. UGANDA: 2♂, 2♀, Kazinzu 1500 m (SC); 11♂, 90 km W. Lake 
Albert (BMNH); 4♂, 2♀, Western Ankole 4500' (BMNH); TANZANIA: 3♂, 3♀ 
Minziru, Bukoba (SC); 3♂, Bulembe, Bukoba  (SC); DRC: 1♂, Qwindi (SC); 2♂, 
Beni, Kivu (SC); 6♂, Bucha/Taturi (SC); 4♂, Mt. Hoyo (SC); 1♂, 2♀, Irangi 700 m 
(SC);  1♂, Kivu, Rutshuru (MNHN); 11♂, 90 km W. Lake Albert (BMNH); 4♂, 2♀, 
Western Ankole 4500' (BMNH). 
 
Abisara caeca semicaeca Riley, 1932, comb.n.  (Figs 8 –10, 87) 
Abisara semicaeca Riley, 1932. Nov. Zool. 37:185, pl.2, fig. 7. 
 
Riley’s type is in the BMNH, London, where it was studied and photographed by the 
author. 
 
Diagnosis.  Abisara c. semicaeca was originally described as a species.  However, 
comparison of the genitalia and superficial characteristics of the phenotypes of caeca 
and semicaeca suggest they are subspecies of the same species.  Riley’s description 
was based on specimens from Congo (Brazzaville) and Gabon, currently in BMNH.  
I have studied specimens from Gabon as well from southern Cameroon, which share 
many of the characteristics of the original description.  Abisara c. semicaeca differs 
from the nominate subspecies in the extent of blue on the hind wings which is reduced 
because of the larger size of the black mealy scales on the costa, and the presence of 
an apical ocellus on the forewing.  The genitalia of the two forms are the same. There 
is considerable variation in the extent of the blue scaling on specimens within 
populations of semicaeca.  Fig. 9 illustrates a male from Cameroon with wide blue 
markings.  Other specimens from the same locality (Ebogo, Cameroon) are closer to 
the holotype (Fig. 8) and yet others are intermediate. 
 
Range (Fig. 87).  Subspecies semicaeca is found from Cameroon, south to Gabon and 
Congo (Brazzaville) to central DRC and Angola (?). 
 
Material examined. CAMEROON: 9♂, 2♀, Ebogo, Nyong River (SC); 3♂, 
Akololinga, May, (SC); 4♂, 3♀, Bitje, Ja River (MNHN); 1♂, 1♀, Messam (L); 1♂, 
1♀ Bela (L); “Station Kameroon” (BMNH); GABON: 4♂, 4♀ Ogowe River (BMNH) 
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 64. Abisara caeca caeca male, showing shape of uncus – 65.Abisara talantus 

male genitalia. – 66. Abisara tantalus, male genitalia, ventral view of left valve. – 
67. Abisara caeca caeca male genitalia, ventral view of left valve. – 68. Abisara 
talantus male genitalia, ventral view of left valve. – 69. Abisara gerontes 
gerontes, male genitalia, ventral view left valve. - Abisara rutherfordii rutherfordii 
male genitalia, ventral view of left valve. – 71. Abisara dewitzi male, ventral view 
of left valve. – 72. Abisara rogersi rogersi male genitalia, ventral view of left valve. 
- 73. Abisara cameroonensis, male genitalia, ventral view of left valve. - 74. 
Abisara neavei neavei male genitalia, ventral view of left valve. – 75. Abisara 
delicata delicata male genitalia, ventral view of left valve. 
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86. Abisara distribution: A. tantalus tantalus, solid circles; A. tantalus cyanis, open circles; 
A. talantus, open squares. 

 
87. Abisara caeca distribution: A. caeca caeca, open squares; A. caeca semicaeca, solid 
squares. 
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88. Abisara rutherfordii distribution: A. rutherfordii rutherfordii, solid circles; A. rutherfordii 
cyclops, open circles. 

 
89. Abisara distribution: A. gerontes gerontes, solid squares; A. gerontes gabunica open 
squares; A. rogersi rogersi, solid circles; A. rogersi simulacris, open circles; A. 
cameroonensis, solid triangles; Abisara dewitzi, open triangles. 
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90. Abisara neavei distribution: A.  neavei neavei, solid circles;  A. neavei kivuensis, open 
circles;  A. neavei congdoni, solid square;  A. neavei mahale, open squares;  Abisara 
neavei dollmani, solid triangles; Abisara neavei latifasciata, open triangles. 
 

 
91. Abisara delicata distribution: A. delicata delicata, solid circles; A. delicata tanzania, solid 
triangles; A. delicata zanzibarica, solid square. 
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1♂, 1♀, “Gabon” (BMNH); CONGO (BRAZZAVILLE) 2♂, 2♀, Niari –Queuillo 
Londema (BMNH); ANGOLA 1♂, Monteiro, (BMNH). 
 
Abisara rutherfordii Hewitson, 1874 
Diagnosis.  Abisara rutherfordii can be confused with no other species of Abisara.  
On the forewing upper side, the males (Figs 13, 15) have a black discal spot, and the 
inner margin is convex.  The light blue apical spot of A. tantalus form caerula is found 
on the hind wing upper side, but the distal margin is scalloped rather than produced 
into a tail.  There is a black oval spot of mealy scales on the costa (Fig. 49), normally 
covered by the forewing.  On the forewing underside there is a large patch of mealy 
scales in the grey area between Cu2 and the inner margin.  The palpi are dark yellow, 
frons and male forelegs brown, and the orbit white.  The male genitalia (Figs 56,70) 
have long, narrow valvae with a bifurcated tip and a large internal process extending 
from the base of the valve, two long dorsal processes on the valvae and a vinculum 
which is wide at the base, narrowing to the tegumen.  The vesica has a row of medium-
sized cornuti on the tip. 
 
The female has a lighter brown ground-colour than the male, and a light blue spot on 
the straight inner margin.  In the genitalia (Fig. 79) the ventral plate of the ostium 
bursae is low and broad like in A. talantus, the ductus bursae is swollen, and the pair 
of invaginated signa are short, rounded with minute inwardly projecting teeth. 
 
Range.  This species ranges from Nigeria to southern DRC and Uganda.  There are 
two subspecies currently recognized under A. rutherfordii. 
 
Abisara rutherfordii rutherfordii Hewitson, 1874 (Figs 13, 14, 49, 56, 70, 88) 
Abisara rutherfordii Hewitson, 1874: 56 
= Abisara rutherfordii herwigii Dewitz, 1887: 105. syn.n. 
 
The type of nominate A. rutherfordii from Cross River State, Nigeria was not located 
in the type collection of the BMNH.  However, a specimen fitting the original 
description and figure, bearing a round type label and a locality label of “Cameroons” 
was located in the regular collection, and is probably a syntype.  The type of A. r. 
herwigii was examined and photographed by the author at the ZMHU, Berlin. 
 
Diagnosis.  The nominate subspecies is a darker reddish colour with a prominent 
apical ocellus in both sexes.  There is always a black discal spot on the forewing upper  
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side, despite not being mentioned in Hewitson’s description.  The type of A. 
rutherfordii has the dark discal patch, but also darker ground colour which may be the 
reason this was not mentioned.  The oval patch of mealy scales on the costa of the 
hind wing is surrounded by lighter brown in most specimens, and is quite variable 
within populations.  On the forewing underside the grey submarginal line is strongly 
curved near the tornus. 
 
As Hewitson did not mention the black distal spot, Dewitz (1887) described Abisara 
herwigii from 2 males and a female captured at “Mukege” (Congo?).  The type in the 
Humboldt Museum (ZMHU) has a lighter ground colour, which makes the dark patch 
more prominent.  However, this characteristic is found to be quite variable among 
Cameroon and all other populations of A. rutherfordii.  Specimens from the west lack 
the subapical spot of eastern populations (Fig. 15).  Therefore, this taxon is 
synonymized with nominate rutherfordii. 
 
Range (Fig 88).  A. rutherfordii rutherfordii inhabits the western part of the species 
range from eastern Nigeria through Cameroon. 
 
Material examined.  CAMEROON: 15♂, 2♀ Bitje, Ja River MNHN; 2♂, 2♀,  
Nyazanga (SC); 1♂,  Akoloinga (SC); 1♂11♀, Mt. Kala (SC); 1♂, 2♀, Mt Cameroon 
(SC); 4♂, Maan  (SC); 4♂, 4♀, Djnf (SC); 7♂, 8♀, Ebogo, Nyong River (SC); 1♂, 
1♀, Ekonjo, Mt Cameroon (SC); 1♂, Ngankelle, Yaounde (SC); 2♂, 1♀, Ekonjo, Mt. 
Cameroon (SC); 2♂, 1♀, Biojap, Mt. Cameroon (SC); 2♂, Mt. Eloumden, Yaounde 
(SC); 3♂, Mekas, Dja River (SC); 2♂, Djoum (SC); 1♂, Ndoupé 110 km. W. Yinde 
(SC); 2♂, Mt.Mengale, Lolodorf (SC); 1♂, Mt Kala (L); 1♂, Messam (L); 3♂ Mt 
Kupe 1200-1300 m (L); 1♀, Mt. Koujé,  1400 m (GC.); 1♂, “Kameroun” Kake 
Anzingol, (BMNH); DRC: 1♂, Katakumba, Katanga MNHN; GABON: 1♂, 
Zechibanga, MNHN; CONGO BRAZZAVILLE: 1♂, San Benito, MNHN.  
 
Abisara rutherfordii cyclops Riley, 1932 (Figs 15, 16, 88) 
Abisara rutherfordii cyclops Riley, 1932. Nov. Zool. 37: 185 

= form caecata Riley, 1932.  
 = ab. lunula Dufrane, 1945. 
 
Diagnosis.  Subspecies cyclops is characterized by the lack of an apical ocellus on the 
forewing, by lighter and fainter colours and markings compared with the nominate 
subspecies.  The black patch of mealy scales on the costa of the hind wing upper side 
are shorter and narrower and not surrounded by grey scaling.  On the forewing 
underside, the submarginal band is straighter. 
 
The specimen figured (Fig. 15) is typical of form herwigii Dewitz. 
 



December 2003                   METAMORPHOSIS, VOL. 14, No. 4                      149 
 
Range (Fig. 88).  Abisara r. cyclops is found in eastern DRC and Uganda to Tanzania 
(Bukoba). 
 
Material examined.  UGANDA: 1♂, Burumbi (SC); DRC: 2♂, 2♀, Mt Hoyo, Ituri, 
1300 m. (SC); 1♂, 2♀, Irangi, 700 m. (SC); 2♂, 5♀, Bucha/Tetori (SC); 1♂, 2♀, 
Beni, Kivu (SC); 1♂, 1♀, Mayumba, Loango (BMNH); 2♂, Olinga 6 days from Ft. 
Beni (BMNH); 2♂, Stanley Falls (BMNH);  RWANDA: 1♂, Nyine (SC).  
 
Abisara gerontes (Fabricius, 1781) 
Diagnosis.  Abisara gerontes is the most easily recognized of the African species of 
Abisara.  The distal margin of the forewing is convex, bending abruptly toward the 
tornus after vein Cu1 (Fig. 48).  The inner margin is strongly convex.  The subapical 
ocellus is large, ringed with yellow and with a crescent-shaped silver pupil; the 
submarginal band on the dorsal forewing is lacking, except for a slight infusion of 
white scales basad of the apical ocellus.  On the forewing underside, the mealy scales 
at the base are dark brown.  On the hind wing upper side the costa above R1 is white, 
and below is black.  The brown submarginal line on the hind wing underside extends 
from the inner margin to the base of the tail without reaching the double ocellus.  The 
palpi and orbits are white, and the frons brown.  In the male genitalia (Figs 60, 69) the 
valvae are short and flat with the tips turned inward and crossing, and with a round 
bulge below the transtilla; the dorsal process is long and there is a second short process 
inside the valvae.  The uncus is humped. 
 
The female shares the maculation of the male, but with lighter brown colour; the distal 
margin of the forewing is likewise convex, but the inner margin is straight.  In the 
genitalia (Fig. 83) the caudal plate ventrad of the ostium bursae is wider at the top and 
slightly indented, giving it a heart shape; the ductus bursae is strongly doubled into an 
“S” shape between the ostium bursae and the corpus bursae, where there are two pairs 
of small round signa. 
 
Range.  Abisara gerontes is found from Sierra Leone to western Cameroon, then 
south to Congo (Brazzaville).  Although Riley (1932) doubted its existence in Sierra 
Leone there is a series from there in the MNHN. 
 
Abisara gerontes gerontes (Fabricius, 1781)  (Figs 17, 18, 48, 60, 69, 83, 89) 
Papilio gerontes Fabricius, 1781 Species Insectorum 2:117. 

= baucis Drury, 1782 
 
The type of Abisara gerontes, according to Riley (1932), is in the BMNH, and is 
typical of West African material.  The type is in the BMNH type collection. 
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Diagnosis.  The nominate subspecies is characterized by the white discal area on the 
hind wing upper side, not extending below vein Cu1. 
 
Range (Fig. 89).  A. gerontes gerontes is found throughout West Africa, from Sierra 
Leone to Nigeria and Cameroon.  It inhabits forests in the tropical humid belt. 
 
Material examined.  GHANA:  1♂, Kibi (SC); SIERRA LEONE: 4♂, 2♀, Pujehun 
(MNHN);  NIGERIA: 8♂, 6♀, Calabar (BMNH); 1♂, Lagos (BMNH); 32♂, 
5♀,Warri (BMNH);  1♂, Warri (MNHN); 1♂, Itu (SC); LIBERIA: 6♂, Monrovia, 
(BMNH); CAMEROON: 3♂, 6♀, Mt. Messa, N.Younde (SC); 6♂, 3♀ Ebogo, 
Mberlmayo, Nyong River (SC); 8♂, 3♀, Mt. Kala, N. Younde, 1000 m. (SC);  1♂, 
1♀ Lolodorf (SC); 1♂, Mbalmayo (SC); 5♂, 1♀, Ngoakelle, Yaounde (SC); 3 ♂, 2♀  
Djaf  (SC); 1♂, Mt. Eloumden, Younde (SC); 1♂, Mt. Mengale, Lolodorf (SC); 2♂, 
2♀, Nyazanga, Sangmelima  (CJC); 1♂, Ndormedzop, (E. Cameroon) (SC); 1♂, 
Mekes (SC); 2♂, 2♀, Bitje (MNHN); 5♂, 6♀, Ja River (BMNH). 
 
Abisara gerontes gabunica Riley, 1932 (Figs 19, 20, 89) 
Abisara gerontes gabunica Riley, 1932. Nov. Zool. 37:181 
 
Diagnosis.  Subspecies gabunica was described from a male and female from 
“Gabun” - currently in BMNH, where it was studied by the author.  The principal 
difference cited by Riley is the white triangular patch on the hind wing, which in 
gabunica reaches around the double ocellus nearly to the distal margin.  Other 
differences, not noted by Riley, are that the distal margin of the forewing of gabunica 
is slightly straighter and the median band on the underside jags to the inner margin.  
The holotype (Fig. 19) lacks the white band on the forewing, which is found variably 
on other specimens.  The genitalia are identical to those of the nominate subspecies. 
 
Range (Fig. 89).  Subspecies gabunica is found from Gabon south to Congo 
(Brazzaville). 
 
Material examined.  CONGO BRAZZAVILLE: 2♂, Ogowi (MNHN); 2♂, 2♀, same 
locality (BMNH); 2♂, Niari-Quouillou, Route de Loango à Brazzaville (BMNH); 2♂, 
Bopoto (BMNH); 1♂, Libreville (MNHN); GABON: 2♂, Hunongo (SC); 1♂, 2♀, 
Ogowi River (BMNH); 1♂, Abanga River (BMNH); 1♂, Kuilu (BMNH); 1♂, 
”Congo” (BMNH). 
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Abisara dewitzi Aurivillius, 1898 (Figs 27, 28, 57, 71, 89) 
Abisara dewitzi Aurivillius, 1899. Kongl Svenska vetenkaps – akademiens handingar.  
Band 31 nr. 5: 250 
 
The species was described by Aurivillius from Dewitz’ illustration of a specimen in 
Berlin (ZMHU), where Dewitz’specimen was studied and photographed by the 
author. 
 
Dewitz (1889) illustrated an Abisara species that he claimed was similar to A. geryon 
Staudinger and A. gerontes Fabricius, but differing in the total absence of the white 
subapical band.  Aurivillius (1899), without comment, designated Dewitz’s 
illustration as a new species, A. dewitzi.  Riley (1932) mentioned a series of 8 males 
and a female from southern Congo (Haute Kasai) in the British Museum. 
 
In the Collins collection there is a good series of material from Hillwood Farm, 
Mwinilunga, Zambia.  My dissections of this population confirm Aurivillius’ 
designation of species status for this taxon. 
 
Diagnosis.  Forewing length 19.5 mm. (n=2).  The forewing upper side has a small 
black subapical ocellus with a silver pupil, the submarginal band is nearly obliterated 
by brown scaling, but appears on some specimens as slightly lighter than the ground 
colour.  The discal band is wide, to a maximum of 8 mm where it reaches the inner 
margin, narrowing to a rounded point on the costa.  On the underside, the submarginal 
white band on the forewing curves from the costa to the tornus and is slightly S- 
shaped.  There is a narrow marginal line extending from the apical ocellus to the inner 
margin.  On the hind wing, the submarginal band reaches from the inner margin to the 
base of the tail, not connecting to the double ocellus.  The narrow discal band crosses 
both wings, stopping just short of the submarginal band on the hind wing, before 
sharply turning into the inner margin, basad of this is grey scaling.  Palpi and frons 
are brown-white, orbit white.  The valvae of the male genitalia (Figs 57, 71) are long 
and narrow, widening at the tip, which is divided into two points, the dorsal process 
is long and narrow, and the inner process on the valvae is small but pointed.  The 
tegumen is humped. 
 
The female (Fig. 28) shares the maculation of the male, but is of a lighter brown colour 
with slightly more rounded wingtips.  In the genitalia, the plate caudad of the ostium 
bursae (Fig. 81) is triangular, slightly bifurcated at the tip and the ductus bursae is 
strongly curved into an “S” shape between the ostium bursae and the bursa.  The bursa 
has two pairs of large round signa. 
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Diagnosis. Abisara dewitzi is close to A. rogersi with which it is sympatric, but can 
be easily separated by the longer valvae, lack of the white submarginal band and the 
discal band which does not reach the submarginal line on the hind wing underside. 
 
Range (Fig. 89).  This taxon appears to be quite rare and is known only from southern 
Democratic Republic of the Congo and north-western Zambia.  In BMNH there is one 
quite aberrant pair from Libollo, Angola, which could belong to this species. 
 
Material examined.  ZAMBIA: 22♂, 9♀, Hillwood Farm, Mwinlunga (SC); DRC: 
8♂, 3♀, Lulua-Sankuru, Haut Kasai (BMNH); 3♂, 2♀ “Katanga” (BMNH). 
 
Abisara rogersi Druce, 1878 
A. rogersi was described from a male from “Angola,” distinguished principally by the 
lack of the sub-apical ocellus on the forewing.  Dewitz (1889) illustrated a specimen 
from the Congo likewise without an ocellus, calling it Abisara geryon Staudinger, 
which was subsequently corrected to A. rogersi by Aurivillius (1889). Dewitz’ 
specimen in Berlin (ZMHU) was erroneously labelled as the type of A. geryon, but in 
fact is referable to A. neavei.  Subsequently, Riley (1932) pointed out that the type of 
A. rogersi did in fact have a very minute sub-apical black spot on both upper and 
lower surfaces, which was more pronounced in other specimens of the type series.  As 
Staudinger’s figure of A. geryon shows this characteristic, Riley synonomised the two 
taxa.  
 
Diagnosis.  Forewing distal margin is straight with a fully developed ocellus on the 
forewing apex, submarginal band on the forewing underside varying from S-shaped 
to straight; on the hind wing underside the submarginal line reaches from the inner 
margin to Cu1, not connecting to the double ocellus.  The brown discal band extends 
from the costa to the submarginal line, then angles sharply to the inner margin.  The 
palpi, middle and hind legs and frons are light brown, orbit and male forelegs white.  
The valvae of the male genitalia (Figs 58, 72) are long and narrow, widened and 
slightly bifurcated at the tip, the dorsal process is long and narrow, and there is a well-
developed internal process.  The female has lighter brown markings and a slightly 
rounder wingtip.  The female genitalia (Fig. 80) have a broad plate ventrad of the 
ostium bursae which is variably indented on the tip; the base of the ostium bursae is 
funnel-shaped and the ductus bursae is “S”-shaped, bending dorsad.  There are two 
pairs of small signa on the corpus bursae. 
 
Range.  Abisara rogersi is found northwards from central Angola, north through DRC 
to Uganda and western Tanzania, then west to eastern Nigeria. 
 
I divide this species into two subspecies:  A. rogersi rogersi and A. rogersi simulacris. 
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Abisara rogersi rogersi Druce, 1878  (Figs 23, 24, 58, 72, 80, 89) 
Abisara rogersi Druce, 1878. Ent. Mo. Mag. 15: 101. 

= geryon Staudinger, [1887] 
 
The holotype of Abisara rogersi is in BMNH, where it was studied by the author. 
 
Diagnosis. Nominate rogersi is characterised by wide, rectangular white bands 
averaging 6.7 mm (n=6) on the fore- and hind wings and a minute black spot on the 
apex of the forewing.  The marginal band is straight to slightly curved.  The female 
(Fig. 24) is a lighter brown and has more rounded wingtips, but otherwise is identical 
in facies to the male. 
 
Range (Fig. 89).  The nominate subspecies represents the populations ranging from 
western Cameroon, through the Congo Basin to Zambia and Angola.  It is sympatric 
with A. neavei dollmani in Zambia, but can be easily separated by the genitalia and 
the pattern on the underside of the hind wings, as discussed below. 
 
Material examined.  ANGOLA: 1♂, 2♀, Cuanza Sul (SC); 4♂, 6♀, Ndala Tonga 
2700' (BMNH); 1♂, Canhoca (BMNH); 4♂, “Angola” (BMNH); DRC: 3♂, 3♀, 
Butuhe Zaire (SC); 3♂, 5♀, Kasonga, Shaba (SC); 5♂, 4♀, Kibomboma Shaba (SC); 
1♂, Matadi, (MNHN); ZAMBIA: 3♂, 6♀, Mwinilunga (SC); 9♂, Hillwood Farm, 
Ikelenge (SC); 2♂, Luanshuya 4000' (SC); 1♂, Mufulira, Ndola (SC); CAMEROON: 
2♂, 2♀, Bana Batcha, 1500 m (L). 
 
Abisara rogersi simulacris Riley, 1932, comb.n.  (Figs 25, 26, 89) 
Abisara simulacris Riley, 1932: 182, pl.2, fig.2 
 
The holotype of A. simulacris is in BMNH where it was studied by the author. 
 
Abisara simulacris was described from a male from Uganda, differentiated from other 
taxa by the curved S-shaped sub-marginal band on the forewing underside.  Riley 
(1932) limited the range of A. simulacris to Uganda.  My examination of the genitalia 
and comparison with specimens of Abisara rogersi suggests that in fact this taxon is 
a subspecies of that species. 
 
Diagnosis.  This subspecies may be easily identified by the S-shaped submarginal 
band on the forewing underside and the narrow white triangular discal band on the 
forewing upper side, which starts as a point close to the costa, widening to about 4  
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mm just short of the inner margin.  The S-shaped band can be quite variable even in 
Uganda populations.  This band on the holotype is straighter than on the specimens 
figured (Fig. 25).  In some specimens the sub-apical band is obliterated by brown 
scaling. 
 
Range (Fig. 89).  Riley (1932) reported that the subspecies was sympatric with A. 
neavei in Uganda.  In the Collins collection (Nairobi) there are specimens of both taxa 
from Kagera Region in Tanzania.  Rogers (1981) reported simulacris from north-
western DRC (Ituri). 
 
Material examined.  UGANDA: 1♂, 1♀, Katera (SC); 1♂, 2♀, “Uganda” (MNHN); 
1♂ (holotype), Buddu, 3700' (BMNH); 1♂, L. Isolt (Wamala), 3800' (BMNH); 1♂, 
Entebbe, 5800' (BMNH); 6♂, Monyonya, Unyoro (BMNH); 6♂, 3♀ Kampala/ 
Entebbe, (BMNH); 3♂, Mondo (BMNH);  TANZANIA: 1♂, Kaishiza, Bukoba (SC); 
4♂, 4♀, Kikuro, Bukoba (SC); 1♂, Minzira, Bukoba (SC).  
 
Abisara cameroonensis, sp.n.  (Figs 21, 22, 63, 73, 82, 89) 
In examining rogersi-like specimens from Cameroon it became apparent that some of 
these constituted a new species, which is described as follows: 
 
Description.  Male (Fig. 21) – Forewing length of holotype 20 mm and average of 
paratypes 19 mm. Forewing apex rounded, distal margin more convex than in A. 
rogersi.  Hind wing apex rounded, distal margin curving to a pointed tail at veins M3–
Cu1, and scalloped between veins and anal angle.  Forewing ground-colour dark 
brown, wing traversed by a white discal band extending from costa and widening to 
inner margin, basad straight, distad slightly convex, 5 mm at widest (n=5).  Subapical 
white band nearly obliterated by brown scaling, apical ocellus black, ringed in light 
yellow with silver pupil; fringe black.  Hind wing ground-colour dark brown with 
white triangular discal band, extending from costa and curving around double ocellus 
to end in a point at base of tail; double ocelli black, ringed in yellow and with silver 
pupils, and surrounded by dark brown scaling; marginal silver lines between veins 
CU1 and 1A+2A, bordered distal with black; tail dark-brown and white.  Underside 
ground-colour light brown with white and grey markings.   Forewing underside with 
same pattern as upper side.  From ocellus to inner margin there is a light discontinuous 
marginal band, sometimes with additional ocelli; basad of this is a slightly curved sub-
marginal line 2 mm wide from just before the costa to anal angle, connecting with 
base of white discal band; basad of discal band is a light brown area infused with 
white scaling, white mealy scales at base between cell and inner margin.  Hind wing 
underside maculation as on upper side, but with sub-marginal brown band from inner  
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margin extending to just before double ocellus, and light brown discal band extending 
from costa to submarginal band, then angling sharply to centre of inner margin. 
 
Head, thorax and abdomen dark brown dorsally, with uniform light brown scaling 
ventrally; antennae brown dorsally with white scales ventrally between segments, 
club with light brown tip; orbit white; frons white ventrally with brown scaling above; 
palpi short, light brown with white scales underneath; forelegs white. 
 
Genitalia (Figs 63, 73) – Uncus without lobes; valvae with tips widened, dorsal 
process wide, rough dorsad, without internal process; vinculum thin, uniform though 
slightly broader at connection to tegumen; aedeagus pointed, with many small cornuti 
on vesica. 
 
Female (Fig. 22) – Average forewing length 19.0 mm (n=7), wingtip rounded, distal 
margin slightly convex.  Dorsal forewing ground-colour light brown with white 
markings.  Maculation as in male, but submarginal line on forewing upper side 
prominent.  Underside of wings with same maculation, but lighter than in male. 
 
Genitalia (Fig. 82) – Flat plate ventrallly of ostium bursae triangular with wide base 
and rounded apex, ductus bursae of nearly uniform width, curved dorsally at base of 
ostium bursae, where ductus seminalis separates.  Corpus bursae elongated, with two 
pairs of round, invaginated signa with small teeth. 
 
Type material.  Holotype male.  CAMEROON, Bana Bacha, 1500 m S.C. Collins 
coll.  Paratypes 2♂, 2♀, same data as holotype (SC); 4♂, 4♀ Santa NW Cameroon 
(SC); 2♂, 2♀, Banbutus, W. Cameroon (SC); NIGERIA: 1♂, 3♀, Obudu Plateau, 
1500 m (CJC).  The Holotype will be deposited in BMNH. 
 
Etymology.  The species is named for the country of the type locality. 
 
Diagnosis.  Abisara cameroonensis is separated from other white-banded Abisara 
species by the rounded apex and convex distal margin of the forewing.  It is quite 
close to A. rogersi, but is differentiated by the forewing apex, which is rounded, the 
wider submarginal band on the forewing underside and the male genitalia, which have 
shorter, more truncated valvae and no inner process.  The female genitalia differ in 
the tip of the ventral plate being rounded in cameroonensis and slightly bifurcated in 
rogersi.  It is sympatric with rogersi in north-western Cameroon, though both are rare. 
 
Range (Fig. 89).  Abisara cameroonensis inhabits the highlands in western and north 
central Cameroon, and the highlands along the Nigerian border (Obudu Plateau).   
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I have observed this butterfly on the Obudu Plateau in Nigeria, flying in the open 
among montane second growth vegetation along streams.  They moved constantly 
from leaf to leaf, alighting with wings half raised. 
 
Abisara neavei Riley, 1932 
Abisara neavei neavei was described from Entebbe, Uganda.  The species is quite 
variable over its range, which has resulted in the description of a further five 
subspecies. 
 
Diagnosis.  Characteristics which are common to A. neavei and its subspecies are on 
the hind wing underside, where the discal area is crossed by a brown band from costa 
to Cu2.  This band barely touches the submarginal brown line, and then jags sharply 
towards the inner margin but never reaches it.  The palpi and frons are brown, orbits 
slightly lighter.  The apical spot is missing in all populations except in the south-east 
(n. dollmani, n. congdoni) and the Kivu region (n. kivuensis), where it appears as a 
very minute speck in some specimens.  On the valvae (Figs 61, 74) of the male 
genitalia the tips are enlarged and rounded and have a long serrate dorsal process and 
a truncated inner process.  The cornuti on the vesica point dorsally, are mostly small 
sized with a patch of long pointed cornuti. 
 
The pattern of the female is lighter than the male.  The genitalia (Fig. 84) have a 
squared ventral plate on the ostium bursae, the edges of which may be pointed or flat.  
The ductus bursae is swollen below the ostium bursae with an internal sclerotized 
patch.  There are two rounded invaginated signa on the corpus bursae. 
 
Range.  Abisara neavei is found from central-eastern Cameroon, east to Uganda and 
Kenya, then south to Zambia and eastern and central DRC. 
 
Abisara neavei neavei Riley, 1932 (Figs 29, 30, 50, 51, 52, 53, 61, 74, 84, 90) 
Abisara neavei neavei Riley, 1932. 183, pl.2 fig. 6. 
 
The holotype of Abisara neavei neavei is in BMNH, where it was studied by the 
author. 
 
Diagnosis.  The white discal band on the forewing connects the costa with the inner 
margin and is slightly wider (4.5 mm) (n=6) in the middle.  On the hind wing 
underside the brown discal band is wide (3 mm) (n=6) and dark, and the submarginal 
brown band in the male does not connect with the double ocellus. 
 
Biology.  The immature stages are illustrated in Figs 51, 52 and 53. 
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Range (Fig. 90).  The nominate subspecies is found from western Kenya through 
Uganda to Tanzania and Rwanda/Burundi.  Berger (1981) reports it from Haut Kasai-
Lomami and Lualaba, DRC. 
 
Material examined.  UGANDA: 5 ♂, Kalinzu (SC); 1♂, Tororo (SC); 3♂, 8♀, 
Mabira, Jinja (SC); 1♂, Kibage (SC); 1♂, Katero Sanga (SC); 2♂, Kayonza Kigezi 
(SC); 11♂, 2♀, “Uganda” (MNHN); 1♂, Kapanga (MNHN); 3♂, 2♀, “Uganda” 
(MNHN) 3♂, 5♀, Malunge (MNHN); 3♂, Bwamba (BMNH); 2♂, Bugoma Forest 
(BMNH);  KENYA: 23♂, 20♀, Kagamega, 5000' (SC), (CJC); 2♂, 1♀, N. Nandi 
(SC); TANZANIA: 8♂, Minzibu, Bukoba (SC); 1♂, Kikuru, Bukoba (SC); 
RWANDA: 4♂, 3♀, Rangiro Nyungwe (SC); 4♂, Cymudongo Forest, 2000 m (SC); 
BURUNDI 1♂, 1♀  Teza (SC); DRC: 2♂, Kongur Forest Manyema (BMNH). 
 
Abisara neavei mahale Kielland, 1978  (Figs 31, 32, 90) 
Abisara neavei mahale Kielland, 1978. Tjidschr. Ent. 121(4): 192  pl.14, fig. 30. 
 
Although the description states that the type is in BMNH, I did not find the specimen 
there.  Specimens of A. n. mahale were identified through comparison with the 
original description and plate. 
 
Diagnosis.  The distinguishing feature of this subspecies is the greater distance of the 
double ocellus from the hind wing margin.  On the hind wing underside, the 
submarginal band does not connect to the double ocellus.  On the forewing underside, 
the marginal band is weaker and the apical spot is lacking. 
 
Range (Fig. 90).  Abisara. n. mahale inhabits the hills in western Tanzania along Lake 
Tanganyika. 
 
Material examined.  TANZANIA: 8♂, 4♀, Kasosa Kigoma, 1500 m (SC); 2♂, 2♀, 
Mtonzo, Kigoma (SC); 1♂, Misanga 1100 m (SC); 2♂, Sitetu Manale (SC); 1♂, 
Mahale Mt. 5500' (SC).  
 
Abisara neavei congdoni Kielland, 1985 (Figs 33, 34, 90) 
Abisara neavei congdoni Kielland, 1985. Lambillionea 85(11-12): 96, figs. 1, 2. 
 
This taxon is known from a single locality, Mufindi in southern Tanzania, along 
streams in the gallery forests that pass through the tea estates.  The type was seen by 
the author in BMNH. 
 
Diagnosis.  The white discal band on both wings is slightly narrower than in A. n. 
dollmani, and in the male, curves slightly inward at inner margin, and the subapical 
band is a stronger white than in other subspecies.  Otherwise this subspecies is like  
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dollmani, including the minute apical spot on some specimens, not mentioned in the 
original description.  On the hind wing underside the discal band is connected to the 
double ocellus.  It has not been found outside of the type locality. 
 
Material examined.  TANZANIA: 8♂, 6♀, Tukuyu 1200 m (SC). 
 
Abisara neavei latifasciata Riley, 1932 (Figs 35, 36, 90) 
Abisara neavei latifasciata Riley, 1932: 184. 
 
The type of subspecies latifasciata was located by the author in BMNH. 
 
Diagnosis.  The distinguishing character of this subspecies is the discal white band 
on both wings, which is wider than in A. n. neavei.  On the hind wing underside, the 
discal band is not connected to the double ocellus. 
 
Range (Fig. 90).  This subspecies is found in north-western Cameroon, where it 
occurs sympatrically with Abisara cameroonensis and A. rogersi. 
 
Material examined.  CAMEROON: 7♂, 3♀, Bamenojou (SC); 3♂, 1♂, Tobenkem 
(SC); 2♂, 2♀, Massif du Mbamb (SC); 2♂, Bana/Batcha 1500 m (SC); 1♂, Banyo 
2000' (BMNH).   
 
Abisara neavei kivuensis Riley, 1932 (Figs 37, 38, 90) 
Abisara neavei kivuensis Riley, 1932: 184. 
  
The type of A. n. kivuensis was studied by the author at the NHM, London. 
 
Diagnosis.  This taxon is characterized by a forewing band slightly narrower than in 
A. n. neavei, and lighter markings on the ventral surface.  There is a tiny apical spot 
in some individuals and the sub-marginal white line on the dorsal forewing is nearly 
obscured.  The forewing band of the holotype is slightly narrower than in the specimen 
figured. 
 
Range (Fig. 90).  As the name implies, this taxon inhabits north-eastern DRC around 
Lake Kivu. 
 
Material examined.  DRC: 3♂, 2♀, L. Wiro 1700 m (SC); 1♂, Kibati 2000 m (SC); 
4♂, 4♀, Irangi Kivu, 700 m (SC); 2♂, 1♀, Mt. Hoyo Walwanda (SC); 4♂, 3♀, Beni, 
Kivu (SC); 4♂, 1♀, Kwidgwi Island, Lake Kivu 1500-2000' (BMNH); 1♂, Mulage, 
(BMNH)   
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Abisara neavei dollmani Riley, 1932, comb. n. (Figs 39, 40, 90) 
Abisara rogersi dollmani Riley, 1932: 183, pl 2, fig. 4. 
 
This taxon was described as a subspecies of A. rogersi due to the existence of an apical 
spot on the forewing.  However, the genitalia are identical to those of A. neavei, as is 
the discal band on the hind wing underside.  The type is in BMNH, where it was 
studied by the author. 
 
Diagnosis.  The white discal bands on both wings are wider than in the nominate 
subspecies, and there is a minute apical spot on both sides of the forewing of some 
specimens.  On the forewing underside there is a prominent white submarginal band.  
The submarginal band on the hind wing underside connects to the double ocellus. 
 
Range (Fig. 90).  The distribution of A. n. dollmani is restricted to Zambia and 
adjoining areas of DRC. 
 
Material examined.  ZAMBIA: 1♂, Rinwe Zaluaba 5000' (MNHN); 2♂, Hillwood 
Farm, Ikelenge, Zambia (SC); 2♂, Kwinilunga, Zambia (SC); DRC: 1♂, Lupweshi 
Katanga, (MNHN); 1♂, Kambove, Katanga, 4000-5000' (MNHN).  
 
Abisara delicata Lathy, 1901 
Diagnosis.  The distal half of the forewing is dark brown, with a submarginal white 
line, the rest of both wings is white except for the double ocellus and orange marginal 
spots on the hind wing.  On the underside the central yellow brown band stops well 
short of the submarginal line before turning sharply into the inner margin.  The palpi 
and orbit are white, and the frons golden brown. 
 
The male genitalia (Figs 62, 75) have broad valvae with squared tips curving ventrally, 
the dorsal process at the end of the transtilla is long, slightly rough dorsad, the inner 
flange is prominent.  The tegumen is slightly humped.  In the female genitalia (Fig. 
85) the posterior plate found ventrally of the ostium bursae is large, with a deep notch 
dorsad, the ductus bursae turns well dorsad before reaching the corpus bursae, where 
there are two round invaginated signa with internal teeth. 
 
Range.  Abisara delicata is found from southern Malawi, through eastern Tanzania 
to the Usambara mountains just south of the Kenya border and on the island of Unguja 
(Zanzibar). 
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Abisara delicata delicata Lathy, 1901 (Figs 41, 42, 62, 75, 85, 91) 
Abisara delicata Lathy, 1901. Trans. Ent. Soc. 28, pl.3, fig. 4. 
 
Abisara delicata was described from a male originating from Zomba on Mt. Mlanje 
in southern Malawi.  The type is in BMNH where it was studied by the author. 
 
Diagnosis.  The nominate subspecies has a bright white subapical band on the 
forewing upper side and on the hind wing upper side the double ocellus is surrounded 
by white scales.  On the hind wing underside the submarginal band starting at the 
inner margin does not reach the double ocellus. 
 
Range (Fig. 91).  The nominate subspecies inhabits the higher mountains of Malawi, 
to the Tanzania border. 
 
Material examined.  MALAWI: 2♂, Mt. Mlanje (SC); 48♂, 54♀, same locality 
(BMNH); 1♂, Kuche River (SC); 2♂, 1♀, Mzuzu (SC); 1♂, Ruo Valley (BMNH); 
4♂, Lichebya, Magunda Estate, Muchenza (BMNH). 
 
Abisara delicate tanzania Kielland, 1986 (Figs 43, 44, 91) 
Abisara delicata tanzania Kielland, 1986: 150, Figs 29-33, 35. 
 
Although the description states that the type is in the BMNH, I did not locate the 
specimen there. Identification of specimens was done through reference to the original 
description and plates. 
 
Diagnosis.  Differences from the nominate subspecies include the subapical band, 
which is infused with brown scaling, the narrower white discal band, and the more 
extensive grey scaling on the basal half of both wings, which on the hind wing reaches 
the double ocellus. 
 
Range (Fig. 91).  This subspecies inhabits the mountains of eastern Tanzania, from 
Iringa to the Usambara Mountains on the Kenya border. 
 
Material examined.  TANZANIA: 7♂, 1♀, Udzungwa Mts. (SC); 8♂, 3♀, Sanje, 
1000 m (SC); 2♂, 6♀, Ifakara, Mwanihana (SC); Iringa, Mwanihana 1200 m (SC);  
2♂, 5♀, Nguru Mts, Mbokombola, 1000 m (SC); 4♂, Usambara Mts, Allani, (SC). 
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Abisara delicata zanzibarica Collins, 1990  stat.n.  (Figs 45, 46, 91) 
Abisara delicata zanzibarica Collins, 1990. in Kielland, J. 1990: 339, pl. 68. 
 
I studied the holotype of this taxon in the collection of S.C. Collins, Nairobi, Kenya. 
 
Diagnosis.  The insular population of A. d. zanzibarica was originally described as a 
species.  However, the genitalia and facies place it close to A. delicata, so here it is 
considered as a subspecies. 
 
The specimens from the Zanzibar population are characterized by their small size, 
more extensive grey scaling on the base of both pairs of wings, the infusion of yellow 
scales into the discal band, and the wide grey band connecting the inner margin with 
the double ocellus.  The sub-apical line is nearly obliterated by brown scales.  The 
valvae of the male genitalia are slightly more truncated than the nominate subspecies, 
as is the dorsal process on the transtilla.  The inner flange on the valvae is slightly 
reduced.  The female genitalia are identical with the nominate sunspecies, but with 
two lateral sclerotized patches on the base of the ostium bursae. 
 
Range (Fig. 91).  This subspecies is restricted to the island of Zanzibar, Tanzania. 
 
Material examined.  TANZANIA: 20♂, 15♀, Josani Forest, Zanzibar (SC); 1♂, 
same locality (CJC). 
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Letter to the Editor 
 
I would be much obliged if you would publish this letter in Metamorphosis in order 
to let your readership know of the changes required. 
In Additional records 6104 to 6485: 29.12.99 of “Lepidoptera of Southern Africa 
Host-Plants and other Associations - A Catalogue” by D.M.Kroon, it was discovered 
that what appeared to be due to mysterious, museum mishaps, the entries  
1.  "alope, Lacera Lymantridae; Ficus craterostoma MORACEAE; Eckhard D - See 
Ref." should have been: 
     "incidens, Bareia Noctuidae; Ficus craterostoma MORACEAE; ECKARD D - 
See Ref." 
2.  "melanoneura, Mussidia Pyralidae; Ficus benjamina MORACEAE; ECKHARD 
D - See Ref" should have been: 
     "durbanica, Bahiria Pyralidae; Ficus benjamina MORACEAE; ECKARD D - See 
Ref." 
 
Follow-up studies on Negera natalensis and Anaphe reticulata, as promised in my 
letter to the editor in Metamorphosis Vol.11 No.3 September 2000, could not establish 
with any certainty that larval feeding was actually taking place in the case of Negera 
natalensis on Tabernaemontana ventricosa and Rauvolfia caffra and in the case of 
Anaphe reticulata, on Rhus chirindensis as they appear in the catalogue of 
Lepidoptera of Southern Africa Host-Plants and other Associations by D.M.Kroon.   
After removal from the record, what remains therefore will be Negera natalensis host-
plant Voacanga thouarsii and Anaphe reticulata host-plants Grewia occidentalis and 
Dombeya tiliacea. 
Cancellations that are required are: Negera natalensis host-plants Rauvolfia caffra 
and Tabernaemontana ventricosa.   (See List 1 p.54, List 3 pp.114/117, List 4 p.1-4)  
Anaphe reticulata host-plant Rhus chirindensis (See List 1 p.67, List 3 p.114, List 4 
p.123). 
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